
*I\ 


ice 


&lecuuti&s 


THE RICE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Rice County, Minnesota Fall 2019 

Web site: ricecogs.blogspot.com 
We are on Facebook 

TENTATIVE MEETING DATES: 

The Rice County Genealogical Society (RCGS) usually meets the 4 th Tuesday of the month as various times and locations. 
When times and location of meetings are determined they will be emailed to members or call Rice County Historical 
Society 507-332-2121. 


December 10, 2019 Northfield 11:30 lunch King’s Room 2 nd floor Buntrock Commons, St. Olaf College (cash only) 

January 28, 2020..Faribault 1:30 Rice County Historical Society Museum 1814 NW 2 nd Ave 

February 25, 2020..Northfield 

March 5,12, 19, 26 2020.__Faribault Classes Thursday evenings from 6:00-8:00 p.m. RCHS Museum 

April 28, 2020. Northfield 

May 26,2020.Faribault 

June 23, 2020_ Northfield 

July.No Meeting 


OFFICERS 

President: Marv Zabel select2@kmwb.net 
Program Co-Chairs: Sue Garwood sgarwood@rchistorv.org 
Kathy Ness kil.ness@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Noreen Giefer nmking@hotmail.com 
Website and Facebook: Kathy Ness kil.ness@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP: Dues are $20 for individual and $25 for family. Membership is yearly January through December and 
includes a Spring and Fall Rice Gleanings. NOTE - it is time to renew your membership for 2020 find 
application/renew form on back page of this newsletter. 

RICE GLEANINGS: To contribute article to the Rice Gleanings, contact Harriet Berg hgbergmn@ix.netcom.com 
Past issues of Rice Gleanings are online at archive.org (Search “Rice Gleanings” then SORT BY title) 
or archive.org/search. php?query=creator%3“Rice+County+Genealogical+Society”&sorL—litleSorter 
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Some Resources for Military Research 

Rice County Historical Society 

Books 

Rice County Military Personnel, Volume I, War of 1812, 
Mexican War, Civil War, Spanish American War, World 
War I compiled and published by John Dalby 
Faribault, Rice County, Minnesota 1995 

Rice County Minnesota War Time Casualties Civil War, 
WWl WWII, Korea and Vietnam compiled by John and 
Jan Dalby, Faribault, Minnesota 2004 

northfieldhistorycollaborative.org 

Records of Soldiers in World War I created by the Rice 
County War Records committee 1918-1922 

Minutes of the Grand Army of the Republic Joseph Lee 
Heywood Post No. 83, Northfield, Minnesota 1884-1892 

Minnesota Historical Society 

MNHS.org 

lists the following items in the collection 
Military Service Records Research: Civil War 
Minnesota in the Civil and Indian Wars, 1861-1865 
Minnesota Adjutant General’s Report 1866 
Compiled Rosters of Minnesota Civil War Regiments 
Civil War Muster Rolls, 186101865 
Military Service Records, Civil and U.S. Dakota Wars, 
1858-1925 (bulk 1861-1865) 

Military Service Records Cards, [ca. 1860]-[ca. 1945] 
Minnesota Civil War Veteran card File 
Pension Registers and Indexes, 1878-1949 
Veterans graves registration reports, [ca. 1930]-1975 
(bulk 1930-1969) 

1890 Veterans Census 

Military Service Records Research: World War I 
Annual and Biennial Reports of the Minnesota Adjutant 
General’s Office, 1860-1924 
Casualty Lists and Related Materials, 1918-1920 
Gold Star Roll, 1918-1921 

Mexican Border Service Payrolls, June 1916-March 
1917 

Military Discharge Records 
Military Service Record Cards, [cal860]-[ca. 1945] 
World War I Draft Registration Lists, 1917-1918 
World War I Military Service Record Questionnaires, 
1918-1920 

World War I Military Service Lists, ca. 1917-1920s 
Bonus Application Records 1919-1920s 
Bonus Claim Cards, 1921-1922 
Mexican Border Service bonus Correspondence and 
Vouchers, 1919-1921 
Pension Registers and Indexes, 1878-1949 
World War I Bonus Files and Index, 1919-1943 
World War I Disallowed Bonus Files, 1919-1941 


Military Service Records Research: World War H 

Military Service Record Cards [ca. 1860]-[ca 1945] 

Pension Registers and Indexes, 1878-1949 

Veterans Graves Registration Reports, (bulk 1930-1969) 

World War II Bonus Records, 1950s 

World War II Denied Bonus Appeal Records, 1950s 

World War II Denied Bonus Beneficiary Records, 1950s 

World War II Denied Bonus Records, 1950s 

World War II Late Bonus Claims Paid, 1954-1975 

National Archives (NARA) 

archives.gov/research/military 

NARA holds Federal militaiy service records from the 
Revolutionary War to 1912 
Copies of records may be purchased including 
pension and bounty land records 

Family History Library 

familysearch.org 
free site 

Search Wiki Military for articles 
Search Catalog by place then Military 

ancestry.com 

subscription site 

Featured military collections are 

U. S. World War I Draft Registration cards, 1917-1918 

U. S., World War II Draft Registrations cards 1942 

U. S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865 

U. S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1958 

British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920 

and more 

fold3.com 

Subscription site with free access to War of 1812 records 

The Center for American War Letters 

This site also includes recommendations on how to 
preserve letters 

chapman.edu/research/institutes-and-centers/cawl/index.aspx 

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) 

dar.org 

Local chapter, Josiah Edson, in Northfield, Minnesota 
National Society and library located in Washington D.C. 
Library free and open to the public, catalog online 

Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) 

sar.org 

Library in Louisville, Kentucky 
ancestry.com has SAR applications 1889-1970 
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Born: 21 May 1890 Prairieville, Rice County, 
Minnesota. Son of William and Mary (Dwyer) Zabel 
Married: 3 Sepl919 Elsie Demann in Rice County, 
Minnesota 

Died: 21 Sep 1958 Rice County, Minnesota 

Buried: Maple Lawn Cemetery, Faribault, Rice County, 

Minnesota 

John Harold Zabel was the 4 th of nine children bom to 
William and Mary Zabel. There were 7 boys; two died 
before age 5, Herbert at age 23, the remainder Bertran, 
Walter, John and Ralph lived well into adulthood, as 
well as two daughters, Grace and Ruth. 

Military Service: World War I July 26, 1918 to March 
31, 1919 a Private in the 106 th Infantry, Division 27, 
Company H 

When John was inducted into the army, he was single 
and 28 years old. His oldest brother, Bertran, had not 
yet served. His next older brother, Walter, would have 
been the one who lived at home and worked the farm. 

It was late in the war when he was called up, July of 
1918 to be exact. 

The following are letters John wrote home to either his 
mother or his sister Grace; transcription by Mary Zabel, 
wife of David Zabel. 


This is his first letter home. 

July 29 th , Spartanburg, South Carolina 
Dear Ma, 

Arrived in camp OK. Some trip. A little tired. This is 
some place. Rains every day. 

Co D 5 Pioneer Infantry 

August 6,1918, Spartanburg, South Carolina, 

Wadsworth Br. [Branch] 

Dear Grace, 

Dear Sister, 

Received your letter tonight. This is some hot hole. 

Only 120 today. One man dies with the heart today. I 
guess he was from Rice County. We are going pretty 
quick. Don’t know where J. Z. 

August 8, 1918, Spartanburg. South Carolina 
Dear Ma, 

Received your letter today. Well how is every one at 
home? I suppose its pretty hot there. Talk about heat. It 
here is about 140 it is hell. Men dropping every day in 
the drill field. My watch don’t keep very good time. 

Lots of the men down here has them and don’t keep 
time. So, Vail didn’t know how to put the Sep together. 
He don’t know nothing anyway. I don’t think much of 
Army life. If I ever get [out] ‘11 never be in again. Not if 
I can help it. Say what is Demann address? Tell Ralph 
to find out. I suppose Harold Temple will be going back 
pretty soon. The sandwiches you put up for me guess 
were all right. It was some trip. We went through ten 
different states and meals on the train. We marched up 
in the town and got meals. Well I guess that’s all for 
tonight. Your son J. Zabel. 

August 19, 1918, 

Wadsworth Spartanburg, South Carolina, 

Dear Grace, 

Received your letter and pleased to hear from you. Well 
how’s the threshing? How does the engine run? Did Pa 
get the Sep stripped? I suppose not. Has smug got the 
same gate I think so. Yes I passed all right. Got my 
third shot yesterday and don’t feel very good today. 
Sunday Received your letter yesterday. Also Aunt 
May’s. How long is Aunt May going to stay? Well I 

suppose threshed by this time and how did it turn out, I 
mean how many bushels? How does the com look? It 
won’t be long before you will be filling silo. Did Harold 
Temple get the card I sent him? The biggest share of 
Rice County men are going to leave this camp next 
week. Has Ralph got the big feeling that he would be in 
the Army? About one day would do him up. He better 
get out of his nut [s/c]. Its all right if he wants to be a 
dog. Well I will close for this time. J. Zabel 
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August 26, 1918, Spartanburg, South Carolina 
Dear Grace, 

Received your letter today and pleased to hear from you. 
The weather here is fine. Nice and cool. Yes I got my 
suit. I had my picture taken but they aren’t finished yet. 
Has Joe Merrick gone yet? Is Pa going to thrash for 
Carver, I suppose not. Well I will close for this time. 
Your brother, John H. Zabel 
Tell Ruth I will write her later. 

August 28, 1918, Wadsworth Br., Spartanburg, South 

Carolina 

Dear Grace, 

Received your letter today and glad to hear from you. 
Well how is everything at home? The weather here is 
fine. Nice and cool. I sent my suitcase home yesterday. 
Sunday. Well received your letter today. Yes 1 got Bob 
Hughes letter. I don’t think you got all my mail. I wrote 
a letter about a week ago. Tell Ma she don’t have to 
worry about me for I feel fine. Can ya run the Ford all 
right? I would like to see Temple run it. How does it 
run? Do you have any trouble with it? Well I guess 
that’s all for tonight. John H. Zabel 

September 3, 1918 

Wadsworth BR Spartanburg, South Carolina 
Dear Ma, 

Received your letter some time ago and pleased to hear 
from you. Received Ruth’s candy and it was fine. We 
was transferred yesterday to 55K Pioneer Inf. and expect 
to go Tuesday. I don’t know where. I got my pack and 
gun and you ought to see me with it on. Grace said 
something about that inner tube I got it a year ago last 
spring from Montgomery Ward. I am sending you my 
picture to get finished up. Don’t write till you hear from 
me. Your son, John Zabel 

September 7, 1918 Newport, News, Va 
Stuart Branch 
Dear Grace, 

Well got to my new landing place all right and a dandy 
place. We had a fine trip. Thirty-two hours on the train. 
The bunch of fellers was glad to get out of Spartanburg. 
This place is more like home, but don’t expect to be here 
long. Might pull out any time. We are right on the 
beach. I can look out of the window and see the water. I 
received a box of eats from Aunt May and a letter from 
Uncle John. How is everybody at home? Is Pa as fat as 
ever? Is Walt as jokey as ever? I suppose so. How is 
Ruth’s big nose, big as ever? Give it a pull for me and a 
good one. Does Ralph take his cold cream to bed with 
him yet? Does Ma talk as much as ever? I bet she does. 
Do you keep them hairs cut on your mole? Do you ever 
hear from Bert Z (his oldest brother)? I dropped him a 
card but he didn’t answer it. How is Vail windy as ever? 


I suppose so. Is Pa going to fill silo out this year? He 
better not. He won’t make his salt. We all get wool 
uniforms before we go overseas. Well I guess that’s all 
for now. 

From your brother. 

Pvt. John H. Zabel 

Camp Stuart, Co K 55 th Pioneer Inf. VA. 

September 15,1918, Newport News, VA. Stuart Branch 
Dear Ma, 

Received Grace’s letter tonight. The only mail I got in 
about two weeks. Expect to leave for France Friday or 
Saturday. It will take about 12 days. Some trip. 

Camp Stuart, Co K 55 Pioneer [Unsigned] 

October 16, 1918 Pvt. John H. Zabel, 

Company 55, Pioneer Inf, AM E. F. Via N.Y. 

Dear Ma and all, 

I guess it about time for me to write a few lines. Arrived 
in France O.K. and a fine country but not as good as the 
old U. S. A. I am well and hope everyone home the 
same. We are now living in a village with the French 
people which are good to us. I received today a letter 
from Grace, Ruth and Leslie Smallidge. Tell Grace 
them feller in that picture are Minneapolis guys. I didn’t 
receive that letter from Bert. I guess it got lost. When 
does he go to war and what about Ralph and Walter? I 
think the War will end this fall but hope I get a chance at 
the Kaiser before it ends. I suppose Pa is getting rich 
filling silos. 1 bet he don’t make his salt. How is Smug? 
jokey as ever I bet. How are the Kenny’s and the 
Hughes getting along? You ought to be here with your 
flock of hens. Eggs are one dollar a dozen. How is 
Aunt May? I didn’t thank her yet for that box of eats I 
received when I was at camp Wadsworth. Did you 
receive my razor and watch I sent home when I was at 
Camp Stuart? I guess this all for this time. 

Your son 
John H. Zabel 

October 24, 1918 [Vo location only a censored stamp ] 
Dear Grace 

I guess its about time for me to write a line. I am well 
and hope everyone home is the same. 

The weather here has been bad but today is fine. The 
best since I landed. How is Ma and Pa? I suppose 
Walter is a s jokey as ever. Do you ever hear from Bert? 
When you get Ruth asleep some night, you give her nose 
a pull for me. I received a card from Loretta K last 
week. Do the Kenny’s ever hear from Harold? Also the 
Brewster’s ever hear from Bert? How is Vail? Is he 
windy as ever? Well I will closer for now this time as I 
have no news. 

With love, 

John H. Zabel 
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December 3, 1918, [No location] 

Dear Ma and all, 

Received Grace’s letter a few days ago and pleased to 
hear from her. I am fine and hope everyone at home is 
the same. I got a card from Aunt May. She said that 
Walter got his leg hurt. How did that happen? He’s 
always getting hurt. Well I guess the war is over and I 
am glad it is because there is no fun over here. 

So you got the Spanish flu over there. Pretty bad here 
too. I don’t know when I will be home. I’ll let you 
know when I land on the other side. You have 
something good to eat. I guess you will do that won’t 
you. 

How are the Kenny’s and the Hughes getting along? Do 
you ever hear from Bert Z? and how is he? Grace said 
something about a fine trip on the Waters. It was a H of 
a trip. Too crowded and hot. Money don’t go far here 
as everything is so high. Did Pa do much stack 
threshing this fall? You wait until next fall if I get back, 

I can run the old trap. I got a letter from Leslie S. Which 
I will answer later. How is Pa? Suppose fat as ever. The 
next time you get a chance you pull Ruth’s nose for me. 
Not more than 2 inches. How is the old wind box, the 
same as ever I suppose? Was Alice working in town this 
fall? Well I will close for this time. Hoping you are 
well. 

With Love, 

Pvt. John H. Zabel 
Co K 55the Pioneer Inf. 

PS Did you receive my razor and watch I sent from 
Stuart? [Letter is countersigned as] censored by E. W. 
Franzke, 1 st Lieutenant. Postmark 

February 15, 1919, U. S. Postal Service [no location] 
Dear Ma and all,Just a line to let you know I am in the 
best of health and hope you are all the same. Expect to 
sail soon within the next week, I think. You bet I’m 
glad of that. 

Well how is everything at home? I hope none of you 
had the Spanish flu. I haven’t received mail for a long 
time. 

How is weather in the States? I bet it is cold and lots of 
snow. No snow here. Today is just like summer. Do 
you ever hear from Bert and how is he? How is Walter’s 
leg, is it all right again? I suppose Grace and Ruth are 
going to school every day. Well I will close for this 
time. 

With love 
John H. Zabel 

March 6, 1919, Port of New York, U. S. A. 

Arrived Safely today! 

Will write letter soon. 

John H Zabel 


March 17,1919 New York 
Dear Ma and all, 

Just a line as 1 haven’t nothing to do. Well how goes it 
at home? How is everyone? Well I hope. How is Pa? 
When Ruth wrote he wasn’t feeling good. This is some 
camp. Good eats, the best. We are stuck yet and a good 
place to sleep. A real iron cot, but in France we had the 
stone floor. My but that floor was cold. I think I will be 
home about the 10 th of April. We parade in New York 
City the 25 th of this month which none of the 
attachments don’t want to do but I guess they will have 
to. Ruth asked me if I ever see any Faribault fellows. 
Yes, Mark Thomson. Just to speak to, that’s all. Has 
Harold Temple got home yet? How are the Vails? I 
mean Clarence, not Alice. How are the Hughes? Did 
you have much snow this winter? It snowed here 
yesterday. Just a little and it is trying today. Did you 
get the picture of the ship I sent you that was taken 
before the Armist [Armistice] was signed? That’s why 
its painted that way. I am sending home a pillow top. 
Well I guess that’s all for today. 

With love, 

John H. Zabel, 

106 Inf. Camp Mills New York, Camp Dodge 
Detachment. 




WW I Poster Used with permission of the 
Rice County Historical Society 
Soldier shaking hands with older man in front of farm field 


Good L/6. Dad, I’m Cl i 
To Fight For Old Glory, 
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Jacob Hartman Huntsberger 

Civil War 

Great-great-grandfather of Kathryn Larson Ness 



Photo in holdings of Kathryn Larson Ness 


Jacob Hartman Huntsberger 
Born: January 19, 1844 York County, Pennsylvania 
Father: Samuel Cameron Huntsberger 
Mother: Cynthia Ann (Martin) Huntsberger 

Married: March 5, 1866 Charlotte Arthurs 
They had seven children in 13 years; Ira, Samuel, 
Eliza, Etta, Charles, Leolan, and Mary Belle. 

Died: February 23, 1925 age 80 in Minneapolis, 
Hennepin County, Minnesota. 

Buried: Union Cemetery, Long Lake, Hennepin 
County, Minnesota. 1 His wife Charlotte Arthurs and 
his 16-year-old daughter Etta both died the same 
day of diphtheria and are buried next to Jacob. 

Military Service: Civil War 
“He enlisted at age 19 in York, Pennsylvania, 
September 10, 1861 and mustered into federal 
service at York September 19 as a private with Co. 
H, 87 th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment. 


While stationed at Elkwater, (West) Virginia, in 
1862, he contracted typhoid fever and was 
hospitalized at New Creek, Virginia (today’s 
Keyser, West Virginia) but recovered and returned 
to duty. Captured at the battle of Carter’s Woods 
(Stephenson’s Depot) June 15, 1863, and was 
incarcerated on Belle Isle in Richmond, Virginia. 
Following a stay at Camp Parole, Annapolis, 
Maryland, and formal exchange, he returned to the 
regiment on October 22, 1863. He re-enlisted as a 
Veteran Volunteer January 1, 1864, at Brandy 
Station Virginia, and promoted to sergeant May 29, 

1864. He transferred to Co. C when the regiment 
consolidated into a battalion in October 1864 and 
honorably discharged with his company June 29, 

1865. ” 1 ‘ 

'Findagrave.com memorial 102482230, created and 
maintained by West Hennepin History Center 
[Pioneer Museum] contributor 47973325 

Newspaper article Feb 6,1917 Reporter 

“On Friday evening, January 19, Mr. Jacob 
Huntsberger was very pleasantly surprised by a 
large number of his friends and neighbors who 
gathered to help the gentleman celebrate his 
seventy-second birthday— 

Mr. Huntsberger has resided in the town of Orono 
[Minnesota] for over 50 years, coming to this part 
of the country shortly after the Civil War, having 
served as first sergeant in the Eighty-seventh 
Pennsylvania regiment. 

The veteran celebrant related many reminiscences 
of the strifelful [sic] days of half a century ago. 
After having partaken of a bountiful repast prepared 
by the women folks, to which simple justice was 
done by all present, especially Henry Clasen, who 
declared he had been training for the fray for over a 
week. Henry averred that he had encompassed 
sufficient forage to hibernate until the proverbial 
ground hog elected to make his annual debut. 

After congratulating the old soldier and wishing 
him many happy returns of the day, the party began 
to wend their way homeward about 12:30 a. m.” 
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Edward Page Morris 

Civil War 

Great-great-grandfather of Kathryn Larson Ness 



Edward Page Morris 


Photo in holdings of Kathryn Larson Ness 

Born: January 6, 1846 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania son of Edward and Christianna 
Married: Nancy Lynnie Aten January 3,1871 in 
Schuyler, Illinois. They had 15 children in 18 years 
Died: January 21,1913 in Schuyler, Illinois 
Buried: Vermont Cemetery, Vermont, Fulton, 
Illinois 

Military Service: Civil War 
He enlisted in Philadelphia on Sept 22, 1863. He 
served as a private in the Company G or C? 
Pennsylvania 19 th Calvary Regiment. At the end of 
the war he was mustered out in New Orleans and 
had to get back home to Philadelphia. I’ve always 
wondered what that trip was like. He left 
Philadelphia and homesteaded in the Roseville, 
Illinois area. 


Lewis (Lars) Nelson Haugland 

(Americanized name is Nelson) 

Civil War 

Great-great Uncle of Charlene Erickson-Knox 



Lewis (Lars) Nelson Haugland 
Photo shared by the Nelson Family 


Born: 1842 in Valestrand, Norway 

Parents: Nels Olai Tollefson Haugland and 

Thorborg Larsdatter Okland 

Immigration: 1856 to Jackson County Wisconsin 

with parents and siblings 

Married: Single 

Died: October 8, 1862 

Buried: Chaplin Hills, Boyle County, Kentucky 

Military Service: At age 19, Lewis (known as 
Lars) enrolled in the Union Army on September 7, 
1861 at Black River Falls WI. He was mustered-in 
October 5, 1861 at Milwaukee WI. Lars would 
serve in Company G, 10 th Regiment Wisconsin 
Infantry, also known as the “Norwegian Infantry.” 
Many of the men were Norwegian immigrants and 
could not speak English. Private Lars Nelson was 
killed in action on October 8 th 1862 west of 
Perryville Kentucky in Chaplin Hills. 

Lars and the Bloody Battle: The Battle of Perryville 
was a vital victory for the North. After the battle, a 
formerly undecided Kentucky joined the Union. 
Sadly, Lars was buried in a mass grave; one out of 
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every five Union soldiers was killed, 
http ://www.perry villebattlefield. org 


Union Monument Perryville, Kentucky 


For decades, Lars’ Civil War photo sat in a small 
dark bedroom of the old family farm. As the 
room’s sole occupant, it took on a spooky, lonely 
air. Now many years later, the Nelson family is 
glad to share his handsome likeness and a small part 
of his story. 


Company Muster Roll 
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Relationship to Charlene Erickson-Knox: 

Lars’ older brother Tollef, my great-grandfather and 
owner of the family farm near Taylor WI, would be 
subscripted into the Army in 1865. He survived and 
returned to the family homestead. His son Lewis, 
my grandfather, eventually took over the farm. 

Lewis married Thea Jacobson, my grandmother, 
and had five children. My mother Beatrice was 
their fourth. After Thea’s untimely death, Lewis 
married Mabel Olson and had seven more children. 

Postscript: Another Lewis Nelson, the great-great 
nephew of Lewis (Lars), and my distant cousin, 
would be killed in action 106 years later in Kontum, 
South Vietnam. He served in the Army 4 th Infantry 
Division. 



Attribution: C. Bedford Crenshaw, photographer 
Wikimedia Commons 


Union Monument in Perryville 

U.S. National Register of Historic Places 

Granite obelisk, authorized by Act of Congress approved 

March 3,1928 


Inscription: 

TO THE VALIANT SOLDIERS OF 
THE ARMY OF THE UNITED 
STATES, WHO BRAVELY FOUGHT AND 
HEROICALLY FELL IN THE BATTTLE OF 
PERRYVILLE OCTOBER 8, 1862. 

THIS MONUMENT IN GRATEFUL 
MEMORY OF THEIR 
LOYAL SERVICE AND NOBLE 
SACRIFICE, HAS BEEN ERECTED 
BY THE REUNITED REPUBLIC 
THEY DIED TO SAVE. 
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Joseph Clute 

Civil War 

Great-grandfather of Harriet Berg 



Photo in holdings of Harriet Berg 


Born: 13 Oct 1837 Johann JOCHIM Carl Kludt in 
Klinken, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Germany 
son of JOHANN David Wilhelm Kludt and 
Hanna Cathrina Maria DOROTHEA Funck 
Married 1: 16 Oct 1863 Anna Charlotte Sophia 
Gronewald (1849-1884) in Rice County, Minnesota 
Children: Dora M., Wilhelmina, John F., 

Henry W., Sophia C. and Rosina M. 

Married 2: 2 Sep 1886 August Seidler in Rice County, 
Minnesota. They had one son Joseph C. Jr 
Died: 18 Dec 1908 Faribault, Rice County, Minnesota 
Buried: Gronewald-Berg Cemetery, Forest Township, 
Rice County, Minnesota 

Military Service: Joseph registered for the Civil War 
Draft during June of 1863 age 24, laborer, single, 
resident of Bridgewater Township, Rice County, 
Minnesota, born Germany. He was drafted 9 Dec. 1864, 
failed to report, was arrested and taken to Fort Snelling 
24 January 1865 and confined to Guard House, was 
subsequently restored to duty with the charge of 
desertion no longer standing against him. He was 
released March 6,1865 and was sent to the 2 nd 

Minnesota Regiment in Goldsboro, North Carolina 
arriving 1 April sick and disabled and remained unable 
to do duty. 

A member of the same company, William Gieseking, 
recorded the following about Joseph during the trip to 
North Carolina. “They went by steamer from Hart 
Island, NY to Williamsburg, NC. During the trip there 
was a severe rain storm and nearly everyone was wet. 


Joseph was taken sick and had a very high fever which 
lasted nearly two days. There was no medical attendance 
on the boat. Upon reaching North Carolina he was 
treated in camp by the Regimental Surgeon and he was 
carried in the ambulance different times on the march, 
being unable to march on foot. 

Captain Henning von Rumohr of Company G 
documented that Joseph joined the 2 nd regiment about 
April 1,1865, in a disabled condition and was not able 

to do duty until the discharge of the Regiment in August 
1865. He was always complaining of pain in back and 
side and Henning thought Joseph’s liver and kidney 
were affected. 

He was honorably discharged with the Regiment August 
1865. 

The following is summarized from the “Narrative and 
Roster of the Second Minnesota Regiment” A reprint 
from Minnesota in the Civil War and Indian War by 
General J. W. Bishop. 

Company G, 2 nd Regiment from the time Joseph joined 
the Regiment early April 1865. 

From Goldsboro, North Carolina the company traveled 
toward Raleigh then Springfield. On April 11 they were 
told of Lee’s surrender. There still were some 
skirmishes in the area with Johnson’s Army. They were 
in charge of the State insane asylum for a few days then 
moved on to Holly Springs then Durham Station where 
they stayed for 10 days. On the 26 th of April Johnson’s 
Army surrendered. On April 30 th they were ordered to 
leisurely march toward Richmond, Virginia which they 
reached around May 10 th . Following they marched to 
Alexandria Virginia arriving May 19. On May 24 they 
marched into Washington D.C. with 65,000 troops for 
the Corp Review down Pennsylvania Ave around the 
Capital and were viewed by President Lincoln. Then 
took the long march back to Alexandria where they 
stayed until June when they were ordered to move the 
division by rail to Parkersburg on the Ohio River and 
then by steamer to Louisville, Kentucky arriving June 
20 th where they stayed until orders to muster out were 
received July 10. They left Louisville crossing the Ohio 
River then went by train to Chicago then to La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, they by steamer to Winona and on to St. Paul 

arriving July 15. They landed on the lower levee, 

marched up 3 rd Street to Wabasha Street and to the 
Minnesota State Capital; celebrated there, then on to 
Fort Snelling where they received their final papers and 
payments on July 20 th . The Regiment ceased to exist 
and the men dispersed to their homes. 

He was a member of the J. L Heywood Post of the 
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) in Northfield and 
later transferred to the Michael Cook Post in Faribault. 
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Fred Berg 

Mexican War 

Great-grandfather of Harriet Berg 





Born: 20 Feb 1814 Wichtshausen, Thuringia, Germany 
parents unknown 

Married: Wilhelmina Albrecht 18 May 1852 in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; had two sons Charles & Ernest 
Died: 6 Dec 1889 age 75 Bridgewater Township, Rice 
County, Minnesota 

Buried: Rolling Green/Albers Cemetery, Bridgewater 
Township, Rice County, Minnesota 
Immigrated from Germany arrived New Orleans in Nov 
1845 going to St. Charles, Missouri 

Military Service: Mustered in 28 May 1847 in St. Louis 
Missouri, Capt. Louis Geis Company C, 3 rd Regiment 
Missouri Mounted Volunteers for term of the Mexican 
War. He was part of Lieut. Col. C Wharton 1 st Dragoons 
May 28 1847 to 31 October 1847. Later under Captain J. 
Christian Gebhardt they were located in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico; El Paso, Chia, Mexico; and Santa Cruz, Chia, 
Mexico. From 30 Jun 1848 they were in Independence, 
Missouri until discharged 13 October 1848. 


Elmer William Berg 

World War I 
Grandson of Fred Berg 
Grandson of Joseph Clute 
Uncle of Harriet Berg 



Elmer William Berg in France 1819 1 


Born: 2 July 1888 Bridgewater Township, Rice County, 
Minnesota, third of twelve children of Ernest J. Berg 
and Dora M. Clute 

Married: 5 July 1911 May (Raichley) Greentree in 
Minneapolis, Hennepin, Minnesota; no children 
Died: 11 Jan 1962 St. Paul, Ramsey County, Minnesota 
Buried: 15 Jan 1962 Fort Snelling National Cemetery, 
Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota 

Military Service: Elmer enlisted in the Minnesota State 
militia Feb. 3, 1913 1st Lieut. Med. Dept. (Vet. Corps). 
In 1916 “he was sent with United States troops to the 
Mexican border to settle the dispute regarding the killing 
of American citizens and the destroying of U. S. 
property. At the time 90% of the Mexican oil lands were 
owned by the U. S. citizens...” 1 

Elmer registered WW I Draft 5 June 1917 a veterinarian, 
married, with disability from broken shoulder. 

He enlisted and reported for active duty 30 June 1917 
into the 151 st Field Artillery at Fort Snelling receiving 
the rank of 1 st Lieutenant. 

“On September 4, 1917 Dr. Berg left Fort Snelling for 
Camp Mills, Long Island, New York, where U. S. 
regiments were being organized. In October he was sent 
to France as a First Lieutenant and Chief Veterinarian 
and Surgeon of the Medical Corps in the 151 st Field 
Artillery, 42 nd (Rainbow) Division of the American 
Expeditionary Force. He had 13 Veterinarians and about 
200 men under him in France, where he also was in 
charge of a Division Hospital... The Rainbow 
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Division,.. .returned to the United States and landed at 
Newport News, Virginia, in April, 1919. Dr. Berg 
received his discharge May 27” 1 ,1919 at Camp Dodge, 
Iowa. 

In 1919 Minnesota State law authorized payments, 
called bonuses for people who were in U.S. Military 
service during World War I. 2 

Elmer applied for and received a bonus of $360. One of 
the documents in his file reads “ Upon my return to the 
United states after the war, after having been gassed and 
wounded in action, I was informed that the condition of 
my lungs was such as to make it advisable for me to live 
for a time in a less severe climate than that of Minnesota 
and pursuant to that advise I went to Kansas City, Mo... 
the home of my wife who went there to stay with her 
parents while I was in service...” 2 

Letter dated Oct 24, 1918 France 
Dear Brother Lloyd, 

Will drop you a few lines today letting you all know that 
I am getting along fine. Will be back of the lines for a 
month or two now, as I am in a hospital on account of 
my ear had a shell burst quite close to me about one 
month ago. Nothing serious, so will have a little time for 
writing. 

I hope you will use good judement [sic] and stick to high 
school until you finish. No difference if it does take you 
a few years extra, as in after life it will mean much more 
than you think for now. 

We have put the fear into the bosh 4 [Boche] so I do not 
believe it will take long to finish up the job. The French 
people do not live all over the country like they do in the 
States. All live in little villages and go out to do there 
[sic] farm work. Of course, they have very small tracts 
of land and work every foot of it. We see very many 
oxen teams. Also it is very common to see one cow and 
horse hitched together on a wagon or plow. Very 
seldom do the French people use lines to guide the 
animals either walk and lead them or drive them with 
one line. Most always one horse ahead of the other. 
Sometimes strong [?] out even six horses on a heavy 
load one horse pulling from the wheel horse’s collar. Ah 
there are many funny sights over here such as girls 
wearing wooden shoes etc. 

Well I must close for this time with regards to all OK. 
EW Berg As Ever 

1 st Lt v. c. us Your Brother 

151 st F. A. Billy 3 

1. From article by Lillie Clara Berg [Elmer’s sister] titled ELMER 
WM. BERG, D.V.M. (1888-1962) Biography 

2. Minnesota Historical Society has the bonus applications and supporting 
documents. Elmer W. Berg Warrant #98179 

(Note the warrant # 96179 in the index Sam-3 Roll 2 is in error) 

3. Letter in the holdings of Harriet Berg 

4 Boche a slang derogatory term for German soldiers 



World War I Poster used with permission of the Rice County Historical 
Society featuring an immigrant family standing in front of the Flag and a faint 
image of a steamship, in the background 

Orpha (Jenkins) Goodhue 

World War II 

Aunt, of Harriet Berg 



Born: 8 August 1920 in Tracy, Lyon County, Minnesota 
Parents: Miriam Cynthia (Thomas) and Thomas Jenkins 
Married: 30 November 1950, Horace Rice Goodhue in 
Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota. 

Died: 7 March 2004 in Oakdale, Washington County, 
Minnesota 

Buried: Fort Snelling National Cemetery, Minneapolis, 
Hennepin County, Minnesota section 4-B site 200 

Military Service: Enlisted October 1943 U. S. Navy; 
discharged October 1945 

In 1943 Orpha was in Denver, Colorado sharing an 
apartment with her sister, Alice. The following is a brief 
excerpt from Orpha’s autobiography. 

“As World War II progressed and they talked about 
drafting married men with children Alice and I decided 
to enlist in the U. S. Navy in October 1943. We hoped 
that our brother Joe who was married and had two 
children would not be drafted. We attended Storekeeper 
school together .. .The Navy has a good way of teaching 
typing. They had each one in the class start very slowly 
at first teaching for accuracy and then gradually 
increasing the speed of the metronome. ... We ended up 
at the top of our class ...We both worked at the Sampson 
Naval Training Station until our discharge in October 
1945...” 
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Email __ 
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_Family $25 per year 
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